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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Shaken Baby Syndrome is the term used to
describe the injuries babies and very young children sustain
from being violently shaken; children who sustain life
threatening injuries fromthis syndrone are held by the arns

and shaken back and forth in a quick, jerking notion; and

WHEREAS, Frustration and stress are the reasons one
shakes a child; a crying child is reported to be the nunber

one reason why peopl e have shaken a child; and

VWHEREAS, Children who are victinms of Shaken Baby Syndrone
can suffer fromthe followwng injuries: the <collection of
bl ood between the brain and the skull (Subdural Hematoma),
tearing of the <child s brain tissues (Axonal Shearing),
swelling of the child's brain (Cerebral Edema), bl eeding
al ong the back inside layer of the child' s eye (Retinal
Henorrhage), the detachnment of the inner nost |ayer of the
eye fromthe rest of the eyeball (Retinal Detachnent), bone
fractures of the skull and ribs due to the way the child was
hel d during shaking, and other physical damges may occur

i ncluding nental retardation, coma, and even death; and

VWHEREAS, An estimated 50,000 cases of Shaken Baby
Syndrone occur each year in the United States; one shaken
baby in four dies as a result of this abuse; head trauma is
the nost frequent cause of permanent damage or death anong
abused infants and children, and shaking accounts for a

significant nunber of those cases; and

WHEREAS, Sone studies estimate that 15 percent of
children's deaths are due to battering or shaking and an

addi tional 15 percent are possible cases of shaking; and

WHEREAS, The victins of Shaken Baby Syndrone range in

age froma few days to five years, with an average age of six
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to eight nonths; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY- SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we urge the Governor
of the State of Illinois to proclaimthe week of Septenber 1
t hrough Septenber 7, 2002 as "Shaken Baby Syndrone Awareness
Week" in an effort to wurge all citizens in the State of
I1linois to becone educated about Shaken Baby Syndrone; and

be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this Resolution be

forwarded to the Governor of the State of Illinois.
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